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THE INGERSOLL LECTURESHIP 

Bxtraafram tkt will ofMin Caroline Hasiill JngtruU, 

who died in Kant, County of Ouakirt, New 

Hamf skin, Jan. lb, 18113. 

First In carrjing out the wishes of my late 
beloved father, Georee Coldthwait Ingersoll, as 
declared by him in his last will and testament, I 
give and bequeath to Harvard University in Cam- 
Bridge, Mass., where my late father was graduated, 
and which he always held in love and nonor, the 
sum of Five thousand dollars ({5,000) as a fund for 
the establishment of a Lectureship on a plan some- 
what similar to that of the Dudleian lecture, that is 
— one lecture to be delivered each year, on any con- 
venient day between the last day of May and the 
first day of December, on this subject, "the Im- 
mortality of Man," said lecture not to form a part 
of the usual college course, nor to be delivered by 
any Professor or Tutor 3S part of his usual routine 
of instruction, though any such Professor or Tutor 
may be appointed to such service. The choice of 
said lecturer is not to be limited to any one religious 
denomination, nor to any one profession, but may 
be that of either clergyman or layman, the appoint- 
ment to take place at least six months before the 
dcliveiy of said lecture. The above sum to be 
safely mvested and three fourths of the annual in- 
terest thereof to be paid to the lecturer for his 
services and the remaining fourth to be eip<nded 
in the publishment and gratuitous distribution of 
the lecture, a copy of which is always to be fur- 
nished by die lecturer for such purpose. The same 
lecture to be named and known as "the IngetBoll 
lecture on the Immortality of Man." 
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IS IMMORTALITY 
DESIRABLE? 

IT is with a certain sense of temer- 
ity that I stand before you to- 
night, a sense inspired not only 
by the place and the audience, but by 
the subject on which I am to speak. 

I am succeeding in a &mous uni- 
versity many distinguished men; and 
for that my only apology is the invi- 
tation with which I was honored. But 
also, I am to speak on the Immortality ' 
of Man ; and in defence of that audac- 
ity what can I say? Surely, it may be 
thought, a man must be very bold or 
very shameless who is prepared to dis- 
course on such a theme. For either, it 
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would seem, he must profess to know 
what the wisest have admitted to be 
beyond their ken; or he must be a 
charlatan, ready to talk about matters 
ofwhich he knows nothing. These are 
hard alternatives; but they do not, 
I hope, exhaust the possibilities. If I 
venture to address you on this great 
subject, it is precisely because I do 
not suppose that you r^ard me as a 
preacher or a prophet. I am here, as 
I conceive, to make one speech in a 
debate which proceeds from century 
to century, which has been perpetu- 
ally adjourned and never concluded. 
For the Im mortality of Man is one, 
of those great open q uestions which to 
my mmd are of all the most worth dJs- 
cussmg, even though they may never 
be resolved. 
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But, in saying that, I have already, 
no doubt, said what some of you will 
dispute; for to some of you, in all 
probability, the question is not open, 
but closed. There may be those here 
who are convinced on grounds of re- 
vealed religion that Man is immortal. 
To these I do not speak, for anything 
I could say must be an irrelevance or 
an impertinence. There may be others 
who arc equally assured, on grounds 
of science, that man is mortal. Against 
them I shall not ai^e at length to- 
day ; but I must state briefly that I 
do not agree with them, and why.' 

The scientific denial of immortality 



is based upon the admitted fart of the 
connection between. m.i.ijsl_and_brain ; 



whence it is a ssumed that the deat h of 
the brain must involve the death of 
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that, what ever it be, which has be en 
called the soul. This may indeed be 



true ; but it is not necessarily or obvi- 
ously true; it does not follow logically 
from the fact of the connection. For, 
as Professor James has ably set forth 
,in his lecture on "Human Immor- 
'tality," that feet may imply not the 
production, but the transmission of 
mind by brain. The soul, as Plato 
thought, may be capable of existing 
without the body, though it be im- 
prisoned in it as in a tomb. It looks 
out, we might suppose, through the 
windows of the senses ; and its vision 
is obscured or distorted by every im- 
perfection of the glass. '* If a man is 
shut up in a house," Dr. McTa^art 
has remarked, "the transparency of 
the windows is an essential condition 
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IS IMMORTAUTY DESIRABLE? s 
of his seeing the sky. But," he wittily 
adds, "it would not be prudent to 
infer that if he walked out of the house 
he could not see the sky, because there 
was no longer any glass through which 
he might see it." ' My point is, that the 
only fact we have is the connection, 
our present experience, of body and 
mind. Thatthesoul thereforedieswith, 
the brain is an inference, and quite pos-t 
sibly » mistaken one. Ifto some minds ^ 
it seems inevitable, that may be as 
much due to a defect of their imagina- 
tion as to a superiority of their judg- 
ment. To inferwisely in such matters, 
one must be a poet as well as a man 
of science; and for my own part I 
would rather trust the intuitions of 
Goethe* or of Browning than the ratio- 
dnation of Spencer or of Haeckel. For 
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ia making his hypotheses a man is de- 
termined, whether he knows it or no, 
by his habitual sense of what is pos- 
sible; and in this curious universe so 
many things are possible which seem 
incredible to men who have never beei 
astonished ! Does it seem to you in^ 
credible that the body should be thi 
habitation, not the creator, of the soul 
that this should continue to live when 
that has died? I can only reply in the 
words of your own poet: — 
If it wonderful that I ihould be iininort>l ai every 

one it immortal ? 
I know it i$ wonderful — but mj' eyesight ii equally 
wonderfiil, and how I was concdved in 
my mother'i womb i« equally wondeHul ; 
And paued &om a babe, in the creeping trance 
of a couple of summers and winters, to 
ardculate and walk. AU this is equally 
wonderiiil. 
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And that my soul embraces jroa thit hour, and 
we aSect each other, without ever seeing 
each other and nevei perhaps to see each 
other, is every bit as wondertiil. 

And that I can think such thougbtg aa these is just 
as wonderful* 

And that I can remind you, and you can think 
them and know them to be true, is just as 
wonderfiil. 

And that the moon spina round the earth, and on 
with the earth, is equally wondeHiil ; 

And that they balance themselves with the sun 
Mid stars is equally wonderiiil. 

I do not of course suggest that &om 
the intuition of poets anything can be 
finally concluded about the Immortal- 
ity of Man. But I urge that when we 
approach the subject it should be With 
our ima^nation alert ; that our hypoth- 
eses should be framed under a com- 
pelling sense of our own limitations 
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and the vastness of the universe; and 
I that, if we approach the matter thus, the 
notion that something we may call a 
soul or self survives death will notseem 
to be ruled out by any of the known 
&cts of our experience. 

Thus much I have said merely to 
clear the ground for the point I pro- 
pose to discuss. Considering it to be 
an open question whether or no immor- 
tality is a fact, I shall devote the rest of 
\ /my time to the inquiry whether and in 

~~~yCjifha.t sense it is desirable. In this in- 
quiry I hope you will consider that I 
am addressing to you a series of ques- 
tions; and though I shall not conceal 
my own opinions, it is not my object to 
impose them upon you. I have to deal 

. / with a number of different and mu- 
/ tually incompatible attitudes resulting 
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from different experiences andtemper-l 
aments. These I shall pass in review,' 
distinguish, and criticise ; and each of 
you, I assume, meantime will be con- 
sidering within yourselves what your 
own position is towards each of them. 
The attitudes in question may be 
broadly distinguished as three. The re 
ate those 3KhoiiQ..nQt thin k^cffltim? 
gBj^TTyy, fhns^ who fear it^ and those 
whojfisiie-it- 



h ; tHey do not want to trouble about 
it; and they resent its being called to, 
flieir noticed And this, I believe, is as 



lo IS IMMORTALITY DESIRABLE? 
^e of those who nominally accept 
Christianity as of those whajKJect anyT 
|brmofreligan. On this point the late 
Frederic Myers used to tell a story 
which I have always thought very il- 
luminating. In conversation after din- 
ner he was pressing on his host the 
unwelcome question, what he thought 
would happen after death. After many 
evasions and much recalcitrancy the re- 
luctant admission was extorted : " Of 
course, if you press me, I believe that 
we shall all enter into eternal bliss ; but 
I wish you would n't talk about such 
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jaid to dj^si^iguQocUlk^ Even at the 
point of death, it would seem, this at- 
titude is often m^ntained. Thus Pro- 
fessor Osier writes: — 

I have careful records of about five hun- 
dred death-beds, studied particularly with ref- 
erence to the modes of death and the sensa- 
tions of the dying. The latter alone concern 
us here. Ninety suffered bodily pain or dis- 
tress of one sort or another, eleven showed 
mental apprehension, two positive terror, 
one expressed spiritual exaltation, one bitter 
remorse. Tbe great majonty gave no sign^ 
oiie~tray or the other; hlce their birth, theur 
death was a sleep, a/id ji/ctrgctttn^^ 
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two positions are to be distinguished. 
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IS IMMORTALITY DESIRABLE? 13 
in fact, to be the attitude of some men 
even under present conditions. It is 
beautifully and dassically expressed in 
the well - known epitaph written by 
the poet Landor for himself: — 

I strove mth none, for none wm worth my 
itrife; 

Nature I loved and next to nature art ; 
I wumed both hands before the fire of life ; 

It sinks and I am read}* to depart. 
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SO is an interesting testimony to the 
instinctive optimism of mankind. But 
the optimism, it will perhaps be agreed. 



conceivable subsequent life must be 
of the same character as this, no freer 
from limitatioD, no richer in hope, no 
foUer in achievement, then the pessi- 
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IS IMMORTAUTY DESIRABLE? 15 
"if offered to them securely, they would 
b« willing to accept alter death. 
3. Let us turn then to our third dass. 
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conception. 

It may be iield-that JIfe, a s wekBBW 
ttj is so desirable that though it would 
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serves a moment's consideration. Not 
only did Nietzsche believe it on physi- 
cal grounds to be true, — on which 
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point I leave him to the tender mer- 
cies of physicists, — but — and this is 
what interests us here — he welcomes 
it as the great redeeming hope. He 
christens it " eternal recurrenccj" and 
hails it in this passionate refrain : — 

Oh ! How could I bd\ to be eager for 
eternit}', and for the marriage ring of rings, 
the ring of recurrence ? 

Never yet have I found the woman by 
whom I should like to have children, unless 
it be this woman I love ; for I love thee, O 
eternity ! 

For I love thee, O eternity ! * 

ThusNietzsche; but we, do we agree 
with him ? Do we, too, love this eter- 
nity ? The answer seems plain. So ikr 
as a man judges any life, his own or 
another's, to be valuable, here and now, 
in and for itself, apart from any consid- 
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Nietzsche will leave him cold or fill 
him with dismay. This Nietzsche him- 
self quite candidly recognizes. 

"Alas!" he says, in another place: 
Alas ! man rccurrcth eternally ! Thesmall 
man rccurrcth eternally ! 

Once I had seen both naked, the greatest 
man and the smallest man — all-too-like 
unto each other — all-too-human even the 
greatest man ! 
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All-too-small the greatest one ! That was 
m]' satiety of man. And eternal recurrence 
even of the smallest one I That was my sa> 
tiety of all existence. 

Alas! loathing! loathing! loathing! 

We may say then with Nietzsche's 
clear approval — and I am sure com- 
mon sense agrees with him — thatsuch 
an immortaUty is valuable only for val- 
uable lives. And Nietzsche, I fear, 
would not admit value in the lives of 
any of us in this room ; for the valua- 
ble men are the men yet to come, the 
Super-men. Still, we may, many of us, 
differing from Nietzsche, think our 
own lives valuable, in and for them- 
selves, and in that case we may rea~ 
sonably desire the only immortality 
Nietzsche can promise us. On the 
other handj there is no reason, that I 
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have been able to discover, for accepting 
Nietzsche's cosmology. Quite other 
possibilities may, for aught we know, 
be open to us. And we may proceed 
to examine whether there are not con- 
ceptions of immortality which we 
should hold to be more desirable than 
this. Hitherto we have been dealing 
with the idea of prolongations or repe- 
titions of life on earth. Let us now ex- 
tend our imi^inations to possibilities 
farther from our experience. 



aware, of course, that it is not in this 
form that many or most Christians now 
Conceive the life after death. But the 
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. old and simple view is of philosophic . 
as well as historic importance ; and it 
is well worth considering here. With- 
out discussing, at present, the exact 



point of view, which is now so preva- 
lent, and with which I, at any rate, 
have no intention of quarrelling, I be- 
lieve most men would reply that ex- 
tincdon would be better. Most good 
men who might with reason expect 
heaven would, I suspect, prefer to re- 
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IS IMMORTALITY DESIRABLE? 23 
sign it if they can only have it on con- 
dition that others — no matter though 
they be thewicked — areenduring hell. 
This, to my mind, is a notable advance 
on the morality exhibited in the often- 
quoted passage of TertuIUan.' But it - 
must be remembered that spirits much 
nobler and profounder than he have 
accepted with solemn and deliberate 
approbation the doctrine of hell. Re- 
member the astounding words of 
Dante, written over the gate of his In- 
ferno : " It was justice that moved my 
High Maker; Divine Power made me. 
Wisdom Supreme, and Primal Love." 
Was Dante, then, less humane than 
smaller men of to-day ? I doubt it ; he 
had a deeper spring of tenderness as 
well as of sternness. But — and this 
is the poiht I want you to consider — 
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he believed JTfcrJ etn^tttio n. That I 
think is the root of the Christian idea, 
so far as it does not spring from mere 
cupidity or cruelty. That the wicked 

I should be punished and the good re- 
warded, that, it affirms, is, in itself, a 
positive good far greater than happi- 
ness or perfection. The view is by no 
means extinct ; it underlies, I believe, 
most men's attitude towards punish- 
ment, in spite of the superficial preva- 
lence of utilitarianism : it was passion- 
atelypreached by Carlyle ; "" and I have 
myself heard a philosopher (need I say 
he was a Scotchman?) argue that a 
world contuning crime is better than 
a world free from it, because the pun- 
ishment of crime is so transcendent a 
Good. I leave it to your own reflec- 
tions to what extent you share these 
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views. For my own part, in my delib- 
erate judgment, I regard them with 
something approaching horror. I do 
not hold that there is any value in 
punishment, except in so &r as it im- 
proves the criminal or deters others 
from crime. Whether, and to what ex- 
tent, the idea of hell has ever deterred 
from crimeldonotnow inquire. Inany 
case, it is the idea, not the &ct, that 
has deterred ; so that, from this point 
of view, the most that could be sud 
to be desirable would be that the idea 
should be maintained, not that there 
should exist any corresponding fact. 
Even that much, however, I could not 
myself admit ; for I believe the pen- 
alties of human law to be a surer de- 
terrent, so J^r and so long as such 
deterrents are necessary at all. I do 
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not think, therefore, that even the idea, 
much less the fact, of hell, has any 
justification from that point of view. 
And as to the improvement of the 
criminal, that is ruled out in the Chris- 
tian hell, for it is precisely part of his 
punishment that he is, and knows him- 
self to be, eternally wicked. I judge 
then, and I expect that most of you 
agree with me, that if we desire im- 
mortality, it is not for the sake of 
retribution, r^;arded either as a good 
in itself or as a means to good ; and 
that being so, the notion of hell, left 
stripped of that support, is so dreadful 
that we should prefer universal extinc- 
rion to an immortality involving that. 
If this contention be accepted, it is 
natural next to suggest that[the im- 
mortality that is desirable would be 
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IS IMMORTAUTY DESIRABLE? 27 

some kind of heaven not conditioned 
by the existence of a hell.| But in that 
case, what are we to mean by heaven? 
If I am not much mistaken, there are 
fewintelligent people — probably there 
is no one in this audience — who look 
forward with real satisfaction to the 
traditional Christian heaven. It has 
always been extraordinarily difficult to 
picture a condition of perfect satis- 
fection and goodness. The " Para- 
diso" of Dante is indeed, for its 
superhuman beauty, an achievement 
one might have thought must be 
impossible to human genius. Yet do 
we feel exactly that we wish to enter 
it? And no one is likely, I think, in 
such a matter to surpass Dante. My 
conclusion is that the object of our 
desire is in &ct unknown to us, and 
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unimaginable save in the ^intest and 
most symbolical adumbrations. Does 
it follow, then, that we have no inter- 
est in heaven ? I do not think so. But 
rather, that by heaven we reaUy mean 
the ultimate term of a process in which 
we are engaged, of the end of which 
we can only say that it is Good, I say 
"we"; and I say so because I think 
that there are many people who in 
this matter agree with me ; otherwise I 
should hardly be speaking here. But 
at this point it may really be more 
modest to say "I," to tell you simply 
how I feel, and to ask you whether you 
feel the same. 

I find then that, to me, in my pre- 
sent experience, the thing that at bot- 
tom matters most is the sense I have 
of something in me making for more 
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life and better. All my pain is at last 
a feeling of the frustration of this ; all 
my happiness a feeling of its satisfac- 
tion. I do not know what this is ; I 
am not prepared to g^ve a coherent 
account of it ; I ought not, very likely^ 
to, call it "it," and to imply the cate- 
gory of substance. I will abandon, if 
necessary, under criticism, any particu- 
lar terms in which I may try to de- 
scribe it; I will abandon anything 
except Itself. For It is real. It gov- 
erns all my experience, and determines 
all my judgments of value. If pleas- 
ure hampers it, I do not desire pleas- 
ure; if pain furthers it, I do desire 
pun. And what I feel in myself, I in- 
fer in others. If I may be allowed to 
use that ambiguous and question-beg- 
ging word **soul>" then I agree with 
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the poet Browning that " little else is 
worth study save the development of 
a soul." This is to me the bottom fact 
of experience. And no one can go any 
ftirther with me in my argument who 
does not find in my words an indica- 
tion, however imperfect, of something 
which he knows, in his own life, to be 
real. 

What, then, is it that this which I 
call the "soul" seeks? It seeks what 
is Good ; but it does not know what 
is ultimate Good. As a seventeenth- 
century writer has well put it : " We 
love we know not what, and therefore 
everything allures us. As iron at a 
distance is drawn by the loadstone, 
there being some invisible communi- 
cation between them, so is there in us 
a world of Love to somewhat, though 
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we know not what in the world that 
should be. There are invisible ways 
of conveyance by which some great 
thing doth touch our souls, and by 
which we tend to it. Do you not feel 
yourself drawn by the expectation and 
desire of some great thing?"" This 
" great thing " it is our business to find 
out by experience. We do find many 
gctod things, but there are always other 
and better beyond. That is why it is 
hazardous to fix one's ideal, and say 
finally, "This or that would be 
heaven." For we may find, as the 
voyagers did in Browning's "Paracel- 
sus," that the real heaven lies always 
beyond ; beyond each Good we may 
attain here ; but also, which is my pre- 
sent point, beyond death. The whole 
strength of the case for immortality. 
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^as a thing to be desired, lies in the 
fact that no one in this life attains his 
ideal. The soul, even of the best 
and the most fortunate of us, does 
not achieve the Good of which she 
feels herself to be capable and in 
which alone she can rest. The poten- 
tiality is not fully realized. I do not 
infer from this that life has no value 
if the Beyond is cut off". That, I think, 
is contrary to most men's experience. 
The Goods we have^^ere are real 
Goods, and we may find the Evil more 
than compensated by them. But what 
I do maintain is that life here would 
have indefinitely more value if we 
knew that beyond death we should 
pursue, and ultimately to a successful 
issue, the elusive ideal of which we 
are always in quest. The conception 
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that death ends all does not empty 
life of its worth, but it destroys, in 
my judgment, its most precious ele- 
ment, that which transfigures all the 
rest; it obliterates the gleam on the 
snow, the planet in the east; it shuts 
|oiF the great adventure, the adventure 
beyond death. 

Every one almost, I cannot help 
thinking, who feels at all on such mat- 
ters, must feel with me on this point, 
if he could give his feelings full sway 
unchecked by his denials or his doubts. 
Every one not immediately in the grip 
of intolerable Evil, but looking back 
with impassioned contemplation on 
Good and Evil alike, must desire, I 
believe, to journey on in the quest of 
Good, whatever Evil he may encoun- 
ter on the route. Americans at least, I 
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like to suppose, will respond to their 
own poet when in the passion of his 
visionary voyage from West to East, 
from present to past and future, he 
calls on his soul to embark for an ad- 
venture more hazardous and more 
alluring : — 

Putage, inunediite patuge ! the blood biinu in 

my vtaa I 
Awiy O toul t hoiit uutaDtly th« anchor ! 
Cot the htwten — haul out — shake out every 

mil 
Have we not stood here like treet in the ground 

bog enough ? 
Hare we not grovel'd here long enongh, eating 

and drinking like mere bnitci ? 
Hare we not darkened and dazed ounelvet vrith 

boob long enough ? 
Sail forth — iteer for the dark waters only, 
Reckleu O soul exploring, I with thee, and thon 
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For we are bound where mariDer haa not yet 

dared Co go. 
And we will riek the thip, ounelvei md all. 
O my brave toul ! 
O farther, brther tail I 
O daring joy, but tafe ! are they not all the icai 

of God? 
O firther, farther, lail ! 

My contention then is that immor- 
tality is desirable, if immortality means 
a fortunate issue of the quest of our 
souls. But the use of the word soul 
reminds me of a whole serie s ^f pmhi- 
guities a^ conf usions which I must 
not pass oVer in silenc f Tj^r. sm^jt-ff 
frf fhf Tn[;^rBrll Ifrfiif ■= *'^"' "Tm — 
^ pni^li«ynf'iyj ^n."and"Man"might 
roncflivahly lye taken to mean Hu- 
manity. Po sitJvists hold that the onl y , 
immtrTf'^'^y"'''''^ -" 'n'^'"''^"''^ r an~j 
[pgct is the per pefiiftljinn nf W,„ in- 
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fluence and of his memorr among 
future generations. This abiding mem- 
ory and record Comte named "sub- 
jective immortality," and held out, as 
the great stimulus to good conduct, 
the prospect of admission into the 
t company of positiyist saints. A simi- 
lar view is held by many men of more 
imagination and less system than 
Comte. Thus Mr. George Meredith 
is constantly exhordng us to live in 
our oiFspring, physical or spiritual, and 
to dismiss from our minds as at once 
silly and base any desire for a continu- 
ance of personal life." That this kind 
of immortality may really be, to some 
minds, desirable,! do notdispute; nor 
do I deny it a certain nobility. But it 
is not what men commonly have in 
mind, nor what I have had in mind, in 
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consideringthis question. I have meant 
the perpetuation of one's "self" be- x. 
yond death, the realization of one's 
ideal in one's self, not in some other 
people to be possibly produced in some 
indefinite future. But, then, what is 
this " self" of which I argue that it is 
desirable it shall be perpetuated? This 
is a very difficult question, on which 
I can here only touch ; but it may be 
worth. while to distinguish two views. 
\ First, the soul or self may be regarded \ 
^simply as a substance ; and in postu- | 
lating it as immortal we may mean I 
merely that the substance is nQt de- 
stroyed by death. In this view no con- 
tinuity of consciousness is assumed. It 
is held that we shall survive death but 
shall not be aware of it, just as there 
may lie behind our present lives a series 
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of other lives of which we have no 
knowledge. The identity of the per- 
son, in this view, consists, oot in his 
knowing himself to be the same per- 
son, but in his being so in fact. The 
whole series of his actions and feelings 
in one life are determined by those of 
a previous, and determine those of a 
subsequent life. Every lesson learned, 
every faculty acquired, every relation 
formed at any stage, is carried over 
into the next; so that, for example, 
- the musical faculty of an infant prodigy 
might be the consequence of musical 
training in a previous life, and love at 
first sight the consequence of affections 
fostered in earlier incarnations. The 
question then for us to raise is, whether 
that kind of immortality would be de- 
sirable? Most people, I believe, would 
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be inclined, to b^n with, to answer 
in the negative. Fois jhey might urge. 
it is to all intents and purposes exactly 
the same thing whether my present 
[kdrsunality lit iletermmed completely 
by my-aneestow^nd'my environment, 
as it is on the positivist assumptions, 
or whether it is determined by some 
substance which you call " me," but of 
which I have not and never shall have 
any memory or care, and which again, 
in some future phase, will have no 
memory or care for the present *' me." 
This view is plausible and natural, 
but I think I dissent from it. I am in- 
clined to agree with Dr. McTa^art," 
when he aigues that a survival of 
the substance of one's self would be 
desirable, even though it carried with 
it no consciousness of survival. It is. 
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I think, a really consoling idea that 
our present capacities are determined 
by our previous actions, and that our 
present actions again will determine 
our future character. It seems to liber- I 
ateus from thebondsofan external fate 
and make us the captains of our own I 
destinies. If we have formed here a I 
beautiful relation^ it wilt not perish at * 
death but be perpetuated, albeit un- 
consciously, in some fiiture life. If 
we have developed a feculty here, it 
will not be destroyed, but will be the 
starting-point of later developments. 
Again, if we suffer, as most people do, 
from imperfections and misfortunes, it 
would be consoling to believe that 
these were punishments of our own 
acts in the past, not mere effects of the 
acts of other people, or of an indiffer- 
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ent nature orer which we have no 
control. The world, I think, on this 
hypothesis would at least seem juster 
than it does on the positivist view, 
and that in itself would be a great gain. 
I agree, therefore, with Dr. McT^gart 
that an immortality which should im- | 
ply the continuance of a self-substance, I 
even without a self- consciousness, 1 
would be desirable. But I also hold / 
that much more desirable would be an ' 
immortality which carried with it a con- 
tinuance of consciousness. I^t us now 
take that hypothesis and consider how 
much or how little is implied in such 
continuance. 

To begin with, then, our present ex- ^ 
perience tells us that complete memory 
is not essential to continuity of con- 
sdousness. Thecontentof ourmemory 
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is, in Jact, always changing. Some 
things drop out and others come in. 
Parts of our past may disappear, tem- 
porarilyat]east,from ourconsciousness, 
30 that to be told of them is like being 
told of the experience of some other 
person. Again, every night, in sleep, 
there is a complete break in continu- 
ity. So that we may say that we should 
:onsider ourselves the same person 
fter death if there were just enough 
pntinuity for us to know and judge 
lat we, who are dead, are that sam* 
irson who just now was alive. Truel 
uch more than this is implied inwhatl 
lost people who take any interest in\ 
le subject demand or hope from im- ) 
^ mortality. They hope, in particular, to 
meet agMH friends they have lovedhere; 
and there must be few people who, in 
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the face of death, have not felt this de- 
sire. It is, of course, possible that this 
might occur,and I am incHned to agree 
that it would be desirable. But I think 
that perhaps in that one may be mis- 
taken. All that I am quite clear about 
is that it would be desirable that this 
same person who now is should con- 
tinue to exist after death, and to know 
that he is the same person ; and that 
this continued existenceshould involve 
the possibility of a development of la- 
tent Acuities for Good up to that per- 
fection after which, mthout being able 
fully to define it, we are always seek- 
ing. As to the whole content of what 
would be desirable, I should think it 
wise to reserve judgment till fuller ex- 
perience and knowledge enlighten us. 
In particular, I hesitate to dogma- 
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tize on one point which is raised by 
the philosophies and religions of mys- 
ticism. Isit conceivable thatwhatwould 
really be good would be that our self 
shouldsomehowbetakenupintoalarger 
World-self? I use purposely the am- 
biguous phrase " taken up " because I 
wish further to distinguish. If it be 
meant that our self should be absorbed 
in another, so as to lose its identity 
and consciousness, then I cannot see 
in that anything good or desirable. But 
if it were possible to be included in a 
larger self withoutlosingone'sown self, 
so that one could say " I am somehow 
that Self" then, for aught I know, that 
■ might be good and the best. But since 
most of us in the West would, I sup- 
pose, admit that such a condition is 
one of which we have not even a proxi- 
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mate experience, this notion can only 
remain for us a mere idea or possibility 
which we cannot begin to fill in with 
the imagination. a 

To sum up, then, the immortality ^ 
which I hold to be desirable, and which 
I surest to you as desirable, is one in 
which a continuity of experience anal- 
ogous to that which we are aware of 
here is carried on into a life after death, 
the essence of that life being the con- 
; tinuous unfolding, no doubt through 
I stress and conflict, of those potential- 
ities of Good of which we are aware 
Ihere as the most significant part of^ 
lourselves. Iholdthatthedesirabilityof 
Ithis is a matter of plain fact, and that 
En putting it forward I am giving no 
evidence of superstition, weakness, or 
^otism, but on the contrary am recog- 
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nizing the deepest element in human 
nature. Some of you, probably, will 
agreewiththisjotherswillstronglydisa- 
gree ; and to those who disagree I have 
no further arguments to address; we 
disagree invincibly and finally. 

But there is one point on which I 
must touch in conclusion. For even 
those who agree with me on the ques- 
tion of desirability may still hold that 
it is of little use to put forward as 
desirable something which we cannot 
know to be true, or which, as they may 
hold, we know not to be true. It was 
with this point that I b^n, and with 
it I will finish. I must repeat, then, 
that it is mere dogmatism to assert that 
we do not survive death, and mere pre- 
judice or inertia to assert that it is im- 
possible to discover whether we do or 
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no. We in the West have hardly even 
begun to inquire into the matter; and 
scientiiic method and critical Acuity 
were never devoted to it, so far as I 
am aware, previous to the foundation, 
some quarter of a century ago, of the 
Society for Psychical Research. There 
are, and always have been, a number 
of alleged facts suggesting ^riwu facie 
the survival of death. But these facts 
have always been exploited by super- 
stition and credulity, or repudiated by 
the pr^udices of enlightenment. They • 
are now, at last, being systematically 
and deliberately explored by men and 
women of intelligence and good futh 
bent on ascertaining the truth. Itwould 
be premature to surest that any truth 
on this subject has been ascertained ; 
but it is my own opinion that the re- 
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cent investigations conducted by the 
Society, and published in their "Pro- 
ceedings," " have made it incumbent 
upon students to take into serious ac- 
count the hypothesis that persons sur- 
vive death. The &ct of survival, it Is 
true, would not carry with it the proof 
of immortality In the strict sense of the 
term ; but it would destroy the princi- 
pal argument against It. Such inquir- 
ies, therefore, it might be supposed, 
and such results would exdte a very 
widespread interest. Yet such is not the 
case ; and I believe the reason to be 
that there is no general conviction that 
the question Is one of immense impor- 
tance to the value of life." My conten- 
tion is that it is ; that there is a kind 
of immortality which, if it were a fact, 
would be a very desirable one. To ask 
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the question, as I have been doing, 
whether you agree with me in this; to 
invite you to sift your feelings and to 
make yourselves clear as to what they 
really are, is therefore, in my opinion, 
a procedure which has a direct bearing 
upon the pursuitof positive knowledge. 
For unless you think it really impor- 
tant to know the truth, you will never 
pursue it nor encourage those who do. 
You will contentyourselveswith alazy 
acquiescence either in the dogmas of 
religion or in those of science, and will 
regard inquirers who take the question 
seriously either as harmless cranks or 
as disreputable charlatans. Many of 
them are, but some of them are not, 
and none of them need be from the 
nature of the topic. And in asking you 
to-night, as clearly as I can, the ques- 
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tion, Do you want immortality] and 
in what form ? I conceive myself to be 
doing something very practical. 1 am 
not merely asking you — though that 
in itself is important — to becomeclcar 
with yourselves on a point of values ; 
I am asking you further to take seri- 
ously a branch of scientific inquiry 
which may have results more impor- 
tant than any other that is being pur- 
sued in our time. 
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Ntle I, fagt I. I have uied the wor dflm- 
" mortally, throughout this lecture, to cover >nv 
prolongati on of the life of the individual beyond 
death. The rorvival of death ii not, of coutm . 
ide ntical with, «nd doei not imply, immortal ity. 
m the proper letue of the term. But if it we re 
known that 5urYival of death were i * fr't, f^^ 
prindpal a rpiment apaimt it^ jpni^alify ipn»iU ^ii- 
app^r. For our only re«»on fer mnpetting ih at 
we do not live forever i» our expeiience of deat h. 

Nate 2, fagt 3. The dogmatic and, ti I 
think, mudend£c atdtude of lome men of aci- 
ence ii tUugtratcd by Profeiaor Munjterberg'i lit- 
tle book The Eternal Life. He tayt (page 6), 
■■NecesMty move* the Man in the Ay, and 
necettity move* the emotiona in my mind. No 
miracle can break theae laws, can push a ungle 
molecule from ita path, or create a aeniation in a 
mind, when the body doca not work, when the 
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brain no longer foncdoiu." I have dealt in the 
text mth the point of the connection between 
mitid and brua^_£iiLlJi>ve not there dealt with 
the point oy heredity./ There ii evidence th at 

mental M well m phyiical qu alitir* gr; rrammirtfil 

the mental giialitie^ of a peraon may be complete ly 
jiccounted for in that way, the hjyotheaii of ■ 
mental entity preiziiting independently of the body 
would bccomeeKtremeJyimprobable. Ontheother 
iian<l, 1^^ suck complete demonstration does not 

\ezi9t. Heredity is a hypotheaii wliich seema to 
account plauiibly for aome of the fiicta, but the limits 
ofiti applicability have yet to be determined. And 
^t) to nile out preexistcnce would not be necea- 
s anly to rule out post-eiiatence. though I think it 
wo uld make it lege probable. The point I wish 
to make is, that i n the present state of our fcnow - 
led ge (or ignorance) on these subjecti the hyp o- 
theses which science finds it i-iffigrai^nf m ■■.■- 
\\ and test oupht not to be set up to discredit any 
P aperific and independen tly Tcrificd f'ftn »hirh 
ratke prima faiU agaioat those hypotheses. And I 
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regard die quesdoD of the wirvival of d 
preaen t. aa an open on e, f ^ became t 
certain fiicts whi ch seem poaribly to point to a ur- 
yivaif jRu becaute there Ja unfi ""'' p-^^"^-']' 
cHiinDt be, a demonatration' of the contrary . The 
question of heredity in its bearing on preexiatence 
is discussed by Dr. McTaggan in Samt Dogmei 
of Religion, page 124 seq. 

Nate J, page j. McTaggart, Same Degmas ef 
ReUgien, page 10; aeq. 

Hue 4, page $. The prindpal sayings of 
Goethe upon the subject of a life alter death have 
been collected by Dr. Wilhelm Bode in a little 
book entitled Meine Religim — Meiti peliiis(btr 
Gkute, van J. B. v. Gotibe. I translate here a 
few of the passages: — 

" When ■ man is as old as I am, he is bound 
sometimeB to think alwut death. This thought 
leaves me in perfect peace, for I have a firm con- 
viction that our spirit is a being of ind^pp^ctible 
nature; it works an from eternity to eternity; it is 
like the sun wtuck though ic seems to set to our - 
earthly eyes, does not really set but shines on per- 
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petually. Do you dunk a coffin can impote upon 

me? 

" No good man allows himself to be robbed 
of hig belief in immortality. The condnuance of 
personal life doei not conflict at all with the obser- 
vationt I have been making for so many yean ' 
patt on the nature of Man and of all living crea- 
ture). On the contrary, it derives from them fresh 
confirmatioti." 

•• The conviction that our life continuei <pring» 
for me from the conception of activity; for, if I 
work without ceaaing to the end. Nature is bound 
to asugn me another form of existence, when the 
present one no longer suffices for my spirit." 

Perhaps I ought in candor, considering the tub- 
ject and content of this lecture, to quote abo the 
following: — 

•' I could not bear to renounce the happiness 
of belienng in a fotnre Uie; indeed, I could say, 
with Lorenzo di Medici, that they are dead even 
for this life who hope for no other; but such unin- 
telligible matters lie too far away to be an object 
of daily reflection and confbaing speculation. And 
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further, if a nun believe* in Burvivil, let him be 
happy in silence ; he has no occasion to make a fuss 
■bout it. I observed, in connection with Tiedge's 
Urania, that Saints like nobles are a kind of Aris- 
tocracy. I found ully women who gave themselves 
airs because, with Tiedge, they believed in immor- 
tality ; and I had to undergo a very obscure cross- 
examination on the subject. However I annoyed 
them by saymg: ' I have no objecaon to bong 
blessed with another life after this one is over; only 
I do hope I shan't meet there any one who believed 
in it here. Otherwise I shall have a most unpleas- 
ant time. The saints will all flock round me and 
say; " Well, were n't we right? Did n't we tell 
you so? Is n't it just as we said? " And so one 
would be bored even in heaven 1 ' " 

" A preoccupation with ideas of immortality is 
for the leisured classes, and for women who have 
nothing to do. A sennble man, who wants to be 
something decent here, and so has to stru^Ie, fight, 
and work, leaves the future life in peace and is 
active and usefiil in this one. Besides, thoughts 
about immottality ate ibr people who haven't 
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come off very well in the way of li«ppineM hCTc; 
and I tma^e that if the good Tiedge had had 
better fortune he would have had better thoughts." 

N«U J, pogt II. Sciinii end Immartalitj, 
p«ge36. 

Ntft 6, fagt 12. See hi» book 7bi Naturt 
*fMan. 

NoteJ.pagilS- Cf. Tennyaon'aTi/AeaiW,' — 
■' I atk'd thee, < Give me immortality.' 

Then didtt thou grant mine asking with a smile, 

like wealthy men who care not how they give. 

But thy strong Hours indigiuuit work'd their 

And beat me down and mair'd and wasted 

me. 
And tho' they could end me, left me maim'd 
To dwell in pretence of immortal youth. 
Immortal age betide immortal youth. 
And all I was in ashes." 
Nttt 8, page i8- " Thus spake Zarathustra, ' ' 
Eng. Trans, by A. Tille, Wtris, vol. viii, 
P«Be 3+'- 
. Ntte j/, fagi 2 J. See (^bbon, Deelini and Fell 
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*f the Keman Empire, vol. ii, pige 17 of Bury's 
edidon. The passage it u fbllowt: — 

" How thai) I idmire, how laugh, how rqrace, 
how ezult, when I behold so many proud mon- 
archs and fancied gods groaning in the lowett 
abysi of darkness; so man/ ma^trites, who per' 
lecuted in the name of the Lord, liquefying in 
fiercer fim than they ever kindled against the 
Christiang; so many sage philosophers blushing in 
red-hot flames, with their deluded scholars; so 
many celebrated poets trembling before the tribanal 
not of Minos, but of Christ; so many tragetUans, 
more ninetiil in the czpresMon of their own suffer- 
ii^i so many dancers — " But here Gibbon cuts 
short the quotation, and there is no reason for me 
to prolong it. 

Ntte 10, page 24. See Letter-day PampbUts. 
JVo. 2. Medei Priiatis. 

•• And so yoa take criminal caiti£, murderers, 
and the like, and hang them on j^bbets ■ fiir an 
example to deter others. ' Whereupon arise friends 
of humanity, and object. With very great reason, 
as I connder, if jwr hypothesis be conect. What 
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right bare you to hang any poor creanire ' for id 
example ' ? He can turn round upon you and say, 
■Why make an "example" of me, a merely 
ill-iicuaied, pickble man? Have you no more Te- 
tpect for mufonane i Misfortune, I have been told, 
it lacred. And yet you hang me, now I am fidlen 
into your hands; choke the life out of me, for an 
example! Again I ask. Why nuke an example 
of me, for your own convenience alone? ' — All 
' revenge * b«ng out of the question, it seems to me 
the caitiff is unanswerable; and he and the philan- 
thropic platforms have the logic all on their ude. 
" The one answer to him ia: • Cutiff, we hate 
thee; and discern for some six thousand years now, 
that we arc called upon by the whole Universe 
to do it. Not with a diabolic, but with a divine 
hatred. God himself, we have always understood, 
"hates sin," with a most authentic, celestial, 
and eternal hatred. A hatred, a hostility inexor- 
able, unappeasable, which blasts the scoundrel, 
and all scoundrek ultimately, into black annihila- 
tion and disappearance from the sum of things. 
The path of it as the path of a flaming sword: he 
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that hat eyei may see it, walking inexorable, di- 
vinely beautilu] and divinely terrible, throagh the 
chaotic gulf of Human History, and everywhere 
burning, as with unquenchable lire, the &lse and 
death-worthy &om the true and life-worthy; nuk- 
ing all Human History, and the Biography of 
every man, ■ God's Cosmos in place of a Devil's 
Chaos. So is it, in the end; even so, to every 
man who is a man, and not a mutinous beast, 'and 
has eya to see. To thee, caidff, these thinp were 
and are, quite incredible; to us they are too awfiiUy 
certain, — the Eternal Law of thia Universe, 
whether thou and others will believe it or disbe- 
lieve. We, not to be partakers in thy destructive 
adventure of dtfymg God and all the Universe, 
dare not allow thee to continue longer among us. 
As a palpable deserter from the ranks where all 
men, at their eternal peril, are bound to be: pal- 
pable deserter, taken with the red hand fighting 
thus against the whole Universe and its l4ws, we 
— send thee back into the whole Universe, sol- 
emnly expel thee from our commmiity; and will 
m the name of God, not with joy and exultation. 
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but with lorrow item u th^ own, hang thee on 
Wedneidiy next, and lo end.' " 

Nele II, page 31. Trahemc. Centuries ef 
Meditalitn, page 3. 

Nete 12, ptgej6- See e. g. hia poema, Earth 
Man and ^ Faith ea Trial. 

Nate I J, page ^g. Some Dogmas ef Religion, 
page 117. 

Note 14, page 48. See Pratetdings of the So- 
ciety for Paychical Research, Parts 53, ^5, $7. 
Maclehoie & Co. , Glasgow. These volomea con- 
tain the record of a aeries of antoniatic wridngi 
.porportiDg to be insinred by certain weU-known 
men recently deceased. That they purport to be so 
insjnred is, of course, in itself, no evidence that 
they ire so. But the writings involve very curious 
and complicated correipondences between mes- 
sages ^ven independendy to di£erent antomatiBts 
in different places. Such correapoDdences are 
conceivably explicable by a great eztennon of the 
hypotheus of telepathy; but there is an apparent 
deUberate effort to render that ezplanation as lit- 
tle plausible as posuble. Altog^cr the wridngs 
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